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FALCONS AT EAGLES | SATURDAY AT 4:35 P.M. | TV: NBC10 | SPORTS, C1 


Winner of 20 Pulitzer Prizes: 


RIDE THE ‘JAY TRAIN’ 


Ajayi is ready to carry the load for Eagles against Falcons. 
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FUNERAL FOR LT. MATTHEW LETOURNEAU 


ORING HERO 
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Firefighters salute as the casket of Lt. Matthew LeTourneau is carried out of the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul. He was fatally 


injured at a fire scene last week when the second floor of a rowhouse collapsed, pinning him in rubble. 


1,000 firefighters among 
those at Mass for fire victim 


JESSICA GRIFFIN / Staff Photographer 


A relative holds LeTourneau's helmet, marked for Engine 45. He 
was doing his last shift with that company last Saturday. 


By Julie Shaw 

STAFF WRITER 
att LeTourneau’s 
destiny — to be a 
firefighter — be- 
gan on the day of 
his birth. 

After he prepared to enter 
the world on that day in 1975, 
his parents rushed to Sacred 
Heart Hospital in Chester only 
to find a sea of nurses and 
doctors crowding the parking 
lot. 

“Go figure — the hospital 
was having, at the time, a fire 
drill,” his brother, Luke, ex- 
plained Friday. “His calling 
was known even from the 
womb.” 

Luke LeTourneau shared 
the story with about 1,000 fire- 
fighters in their dress uni- 
forms, family members, 
friends and other mourners 
who packed the Cathedral Ba- 
silica of SS. Peter and Paul to 


died from injuries sustained 
in a North Philadelphia row- 
house fire. 

They filled the church — 
and led a procession to his 
burial in a Delaware County 
cemetery — on a dreary, rainy 
day almost appropriate to 
mark the first loss of a city 
firefighter while battling a 
blaze since 2014. And he was 
one who gave tirelessly to the 
vocation. 

LeTourneau, 42, was some- 
one who “lived, ate, slept, and 
breathed this job,” said Fire 
Commissioner Adam Thiel, eu- 
logizing a man he called “our 
fallen hero.” 

But LeTourneau was also re- 
membered as a warmhearted 
friend who “never wanted any- 
one to feel left out” and had a 
“goofy” sense of humor, ac- 
cording to his brother. LeTour- 
neau didn’t have any kids, but 
loved playing with his nieces 


say farewell to Lt. Matthew Le- 
Tourneau, six days after he 


and nephews, his younger sib- 
See FIREFIGHTER on A3 


NEW DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


Krasner questions lack of 
charges in police shootings 


By Mensah M. Dean 
STAFF WRITER 

Reinforcing a position he took as a 
candidate, new Philadelphia District 
Attorney Larry Krasner on Thursday 
night signaled his skepticism over 
the lack of prosecutions against city 
police for shooting suspects — and 
said his office won't be shy about 
ending the near-two-decade trend. 

Addressing a roomful of lawyers, 
judges, and community activists, Kras- 
ner noted that Philadelphia police 
have been involved in 50 fatal shoot- 
ings since 2010 — and every one was 
deemed justified and unworthy of 
charges by the prosecutor's office. 

“Look, we came here to tell the 
truth, let’s tell the truth,” Krasner, 
nearing the end of his first full week 
in office, said during a panel discus- 
sion on police shootings at the Cen- 
tral Library of the Free Library of 
Philadelphia. “This ain’t fair, this is 
biased.” 

Krasner’s comments echoed a 


G This ain’t fair, this 
is biased. 
DA Larry Krasner 


stance he made clear on the cam- 
paign trail — and during 30 years as 
a defense and civil rights lawyer. Su- 
ing the city over police brutality be- 
came one of the pillars of his private 
practice. 

The department’s current leader- 
ship has recognized the severity of 
the issue. After a U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment study on deadly police force 
recommended reforms, Commission- 
er Richard Ross formed a new unit 
last year to investigate officer-in- 
volved shootings. The department 
has also revised its use-of-force poli- 
cy, enhanced training, and improved 
its relationship with the Police Advi- 
sory Commission. 

But the department did not adopt 

See KRASNER on A2 


1,000 victories 
for Speedy Morris 


Speedy Morris waves next to his wife, Mimi, after St. 
Joseph’s Prep beat Lansdale Catholic, 63-42, for the 
coach's milestone win. Story, C10. yon Kim / staff 


Trump 


admits 
‘tough’ 
language 


The president denied 
using a vulgarity to refer 
to other countries. Sen. 
Durbin, however, cited 
“vile and racist” words. 


By Anne Gearan and Ed O’Keefe 
WASHINGTON POST 

President Trump acknowledged 
Friday that he used “tough” lan- 
guage during a meeting on efforts 
toward a bipartisan immigration 
deal but appeared to deny using a 
vulgarity to refer to some coun- 
tries. 

“The language used by me at the 
DACA meeting 
was tough, but 
this was not the 
language used. 
What was really 
tough was the 
outlandish pro- 
posal made — a 
big setback for DACA!” Trump 
wrote on Twitter, referring to the 
Obama administration’s Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals pro- 
gram. 

Spokesmen for the White House 
did not immediately respond to a 
request for clarification Friday. 
The White House did not deny 
Thursday that Trump used the vul- 
garity, first reported by the Wash- 
ington Post and later confirmed by 
numerous other news outlets. 

See IMMIGRATION on A4 


LOCAL REACTION 
Haitians 
express their 
shock, anger 


Amid the fury over slur, 
those from the Caribbean 
nation now living in Phila. 
made plans for action. 


> OUTRAGED: 
Africans call 
Trump's 
comments 
“reprehensible 
and racist.” A4. 


By Jeff Gammage 
STAFF WRITER 

Anger flared in the Philadelphia 
region’s Haitian community on Fri- 
day, sparked by President Trump’s 
reported remark that their home- 
land and African countries were 
“shitholes.” 

Amid the fury, people were mov- 
ing toward action, considering a 
response that could range from a 
protest march to an email barrage 
on the White House. 

Options were being discussed as 
phone lines buzzed among Haitian 
immigrants, who tried to understand 
why the leader of the free world 
would put down their nation with so 
vulgar and demeaning a term. 

Friday already promised to be a 
somber and difficult day for Hai- 
tians, who number about 7,500 in 
Philadelphia, with more spread 
across suburbs from Elkins Park to 
Langhorne. The day marked the 
eighth anniversary of the 2010 earth- 
quake that destroyed much of Hai- 
tis capital of Port-au-Prince and 
killed an estimated 230,000 people. 

That catastrophe helped propel 
thousands of Haitians to the Unit- 
ed States, which sheltered them un- 
der a humanitarian program 
called Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS). Trump ended TPS for Haiti 
in November, meaning 46,000 peo- 

See REACTION on A4 


WEATHER 


High 47, Low 16 


AccuWeather report, C12 
Sunday 28|17 
Monday 31|27 


es Cee 


Tuesday 40 | 22 
Wednesday 31 |19 
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